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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

L (Currently Amended) A method of A& automatic cash accounting 
systeiH for use in a hospital, comprising the activities of : 

Q mosGQgo prooosGor for leceivin g, via a message processor, message data 
including a first income amount total value* leptcsenting cash income received during a 
first time period, and an associated first income source identifier identifying one of a 
plurality of departments intemal to said hospital providing said associated first income 
amount total value; 

receiving, via said message processor, second message_data_identifying 
medical insurance reimbursement income amounts received for services rendered to 
multiple patients during said first time period: and 

Q - ^atcHpr - 0<i?ossQf - fog automatically processi ng, via a data processor, said 
received message data by, 

identifying an income account associated with said one of said 
departments based on said first income source identifier, and for updating said identified 
income account with said first incotne amount total value to indicate said first income 
amount total value received by said identified income account during said first time 
period, 

collating and combining data representing total values from a 
plurality of income accounts to provide a first income amount cumulative total value 
representing combined cash income total value for said departments during said first time 
period and 

combining said reimbursement income amounts with said cash 
total vaIue_fQr said departments during said first time period to provide a total amount, 
and 

creating a financial statement record using said combined ca s h 
Inoomo total valuo for soid doportmonts total amount during said first time period. 
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2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A systom method according to claim 1, wbefm 
fiirtfaer comprising the activities of 

deriving said received message data is derived from a processing device 
associating a user selected income source identifier with said first income amount total 
value; and 

providing ca^XT^^gister functions at s aid processing device 
rofflstorfunodonfl. 



4. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 1, whenein 
sold moDsago - processor r e ceives the second message data received in said 

activitv of receiving second mei^$age data includes including a medical insurance 
reimbursement income amount value for services rendered to a particular patient and an 
associated patient identifiert and 

wherein said activitv of automaticaJly processing^further comprises the 
activity of a aid data processor, 

id e ntifies identifying an income account associated with said 
patient based on said patient identifier, and updates said identified patient income account 
to reflect said medical insurance reimbursement income amount value received and 

creat e s crsatinj; said financial statement record using said 
combined cash income total value and data derived from said padcnt income account 

5. (Currently Amended) A $yst<sm method according to claim 1, wherein 
said the received message data identifies a plurality of individual cash 

transactions performed during said fiist time period and associated with a hospital 
department, and said first income amount total value comprises a total transaction income 
amount value for said first time period. 



6. (Currently Amended) A syst e m method according to claim 5, wherein 
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a transaction income amount value comprises a disbursement con^>rising a 
negative income amount value. 

7. (Currently Amended) A systea^ method accoxding to claim 5, wherein 
said received message data comprises a file and 

an individual cash transaction comprises an electronic funds transfer. 

8. (Currently Amended) A syst e m mctl^od according to claim 1, wherein 
sold morj5Qgo - pr - 0oessQrH - OQoi ¥ O5 the second message data received during 

said activity of receiving second message data idonti^ing identifies medical - insuranc e 
r(>imbug B omon^4noomo - amounts - fop - multiplo patient s , and an individual message data 
item includes a medical insurance reimbursement income amount value and an associated 
patient identifier, and wherein 

said data - processor activity of automaticallv nrocessinp said received 
message data includes identifying id e ntifi e s an income account associated with said one 
of said patients based on said patient identifier, and updates said identified income 
account to indicate said medical insurance reimbursement income amount value received 
an d, wherein 

said activity of creating creat es-said financial statement record includes 
using said combined cash income total value and data derived from said patient income 
account 

9* (Currently Amended) A cystom method according to claim 1, wherein 
said received message data identifies a plurality of individual cash 
transactions performed during said first time period and associated with a hospital 
department, and said first income amount total value comprises a transaction income 
amount value, and 

said activity of automaticallv processing includes data — proces s or 
accumulat es accumulating a plurality of individual cash transaction income amount 
values for transactions performed during said first time period for said hospital 
department to provide a cumulative total value for said first time period. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 1, wherein 
said source identifier incorporates an account number identifying said 
income account associated with said one of said departments. 

1 L (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 1, wherein 
said activity of automatically processing includes data processor updates 
an account for the overall hospital in response to said first income amount total value 
representing combined cash income for said departments for said first time period. 

12, (Currently Amended) A syst e m nfiett^od according to claim 11, 

wherein 

said activity of automatically processing data processor further includes 
apdoto s updating an account for a plurality of hospitals including said hospital in- 
response to said first income amount total value representing combined cash income for 
said departments for said first time period. 

13, (Cuirently Amended) A system method according to claim 1, wherein 
said financial statement record identifies at least one of, (a) a total income 

received by individual departments of said plurality of departments during said first time 
period, (b) total income received by individual departments of said plurality of 
departments during said first time period deposited in a bank, and (c) individual cash 
transactions performed during said first time period by individual hospital departments. 

14, (Currently Amended) A s yst e m method according to claim 1, wherein 
said first time period comprises at least one of: (i) a day, (ii) a week, (iii) a 

months and (iv) a year, and 

said plurality of departments internal to said hospital include at least two 
of, (a) a cafeteria, (b) a garage, (c) a shop« (d) a pharmacy, (e) a cafd or restaurant, (f) 
cashiers office, (g) a clinical department, (h) an outpatient department, (i) an inpatient 
department, (j) an imaging department, and (k) a laboratory. 
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15. (Cuirently Amended) A method of Aft automatic cash accounting 
system for use in a bealthcare enterprise, comprising the activities of: 

Q mocGQgo prooosflor for receivi ng^ via a message processor, a plurality of 
messages coxxesponding to a plurality of individual cash transactions performed during a 
first time period and associated with a hospital department, and an individual message 
includes a transaction income amount total value and an associated first source identifier 
identifying one of a plurality of depattments internal to said hospital providing said 
associated transaction income amount value and a medical insurance reimbursement 
income amount value for services rendered to a particular patient and an associated 
patient identifier : 

Q - data-proces5or for processin g, via, a data processor, said received 
plurality of messages for, 

identifying an income account associated with said one of said 
departments based on said first income source identifier, and for updating said identified 
income account to indicate said transaction income amount total value received during 
said first period* 

identifying_an income account associated with said patient based 
on said patient identifier,_and updating said Identified patient income account_to_reflect 
said medical insurance reimbursement income amount value received 

accumulating a plurality of individual cash transaction income 
amount total values for transactions performed during said first time period for said 
hospital department to provide a cumulative total value for said first time period, 

collating and combining cumulative total values associated with a 
coiiesponding plurality of departments to provide a first income amount total value 
representing combined cash income for said departments during said first time period and 

creating a financial statement record using said combined cash 
income total value for said departments during said first time period and data derived 
from said patient income amount. 
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16. (Cunently Ameaded) A s ystem method according to daim 15, 

wheieln 

said received plurality of messages comprise a file, and said individual 
message is conveyed within said file and 

floid mosQQsog inoludo a modlool insuronoQ roimbtfr s emflat -4 ncom » amouni! 
voluo for sorvicoo rondorod to q ptutioulor pationt and on oisiseciat e d ' pati e nt - id e ntifi e rv and 

said ^ata H pi f oe es fior, 

idontifioa an inoomo account ofloodatod with said pati e nt based on 
said - patient identifier, and updat e s said identified patient incom e account to reflect said 
m e dical insurance roimbursom e nt income amount valne rocoivod and 

cr e at e s - said - flnancial -s tatem e nt - f e cord using said combined cash 
incom e- total - valu e and data d e rived from said pati e nt incom e accounL 

17. (Currently Amended) A method of c ash accounting system for use in a 
hospital, con^>rising the activities of : 

via a message processor Iof, 

receiving first message data including a first income amount total 
value determining income received during a first time period and an associated first 
source identifier, said first source identifier identifying one of a plurality of departments 
internal to said hospital providing said associated first income amount total value, and 

receiving second message data including a second income amount 
total value determining income received during said first time period and an associated 
second source identifier, said second source Identifier identifying one of a plurality of 
organizations cxtemal to said hospital providing said associated second income amount 
total valu e, wherein said second message data identifies medical insurance 
reimbursement income amounts for multiple patients : and 

a data proc e ssor for collating and combini ng, via a data processor, a 
plurality of first income amount total values from a corresponding plurality of 
departments to provide a first income amount cumulative total value representing 
combined cash income for said departments for said first time period, and for collating 
and combining a plurality of second income amount total values from a corresponding 
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plurality of organizations to provide a second income amount cumulative total value 
representing combined cash income from said organizations for said first time period and 
creating a financial statement record using said cumulative total value 
representing combined cash income for said departments and said second income amount 
cumulative total value for said first time period 

18. (Currently Amended) A system method a ccording to claim 17, 

wherein 

said first time period comprises at least chic of, (i) a day, (ii) a week, (iii) a 
month and (iv) a year, and 

said plurality of departments internal to said hospital include at least two 
of, (a) a cafeteria, (b) a garage, (c) a shop, (d) a phannacy, (e) a cafe or restaurant, (f) 
cashiers office, (g) a clinical department, (h) an outpatient department, (i) an inpatient 
department. 

19. (Currently Amended) A systoni method according to claim 17» 

wherein 

isaid data proccasor combinos further comprij^ing combining said 
cumulative total value representing combined cash income for said departments and said 
second income amount cumulative total value for said first time period to derive a value 
representing combined cash income for said hospital during said first time period. 

20. (Currently Amended) A s y stem method according to claim 17, 

wherein 

said plurality of organizations external to said hospital include at least two 
organizations of, (a) a health maintenance organization (HMO), (b) an insurance 
company, (c) a patient, (d) a debt collection agency, (e) another healthcare provider 
enterprise. 
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21. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 17, 

wherein 

said first message data including said first income amount total value is 
received from at least one oft (a) a cash register* and (b) a processing device with cash 
register fimctions. 

22. (Currently Amended) A flygtom method according to claim 17, 

wfacfein 

s aid — rec e ived second — mofisago data — ident i iB es- modioal insurance 
r e imbursement inoom e- omounts for multiple pationts, and an individual message data 
item includes a medical insurance reimbursement income amount value and an associated 
patient identifier, and 

said data prooossor i de ntifios further comprising identifying an income 
account associated with said one of said patients based on said patient identifier, and 
updates said identified income account to indicate said medical insurance reimbursement 
income amount value received and 

e f OQtos creating said financial statement record using data derived from 
said patient income account. 

23. (Currently Amended) A syst e m method according to claim 17, 

wherein 

said message data identifies a plurality of individual cash transactions 
performed during a first time period and associated with a hospital department, and said 
first income amount total value comprises a total transaction income amount value during 
said first time period. 

24. (Cunently Amended) A system method according to claim 23, 

wherein 

a transaction income amount value comprises a disbursement comprising a 
negative income amount value. 
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25. (Currently Ameaded) A Dyfitom method according to claim 17« 

wherein 

said received message data comprises a file. 

26. (Currently Amended) A method for an A a automatic cash accounting 
system for use in a healthcare enterprise, comprisin g the activities of : 

Q mQSfiQgQ proQQSflor for receivin g, via a message processor, message data 
including a first income amount total value detennining income received during a first 
time period and an associated first source identifier, said first source identifier identifying 
one of a plurality of departments internal to said hospital providing said associated first 
income amount total value, said message data also indicating a plurality of individual 
cash transactions performed during said first time period and associated with multiple 
patients, and an individual nicssagc data item includes a transaction income amount value 
and an associated transaction income source identifier, said transaction income source 
identifier identifying one of a plurality of patients providing said associated transaction 
income amount value; 

Q-dota processor for identifyin g, via a data processor, an income account 
associated with said one of said patients based on said transacdon income source 
identifier, and for updating said identified income account to indicate said transaction 
income amount value received by said identified income account during said first time 
period and Iof 

creating a financial statement record using said hospital department first 
income amount total value and said transaction income amount value for said first time 
period. 

27. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 26, 

wherein 

said received message data comprises a file. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 26, 

wh e rein 
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said mossagO ' <H?oeossoF r r<Mx>iws F-s ooond * m further comprising 

the activities of 

receivinjg second message data identifying medical insurance 
reimbursement income amounts for multiple patients for services rendered to said 
multiple patients in said first time period and 

said - data - proc ess or id e ntifi es identifying income accounts associated with 
said multiple patients based on said associated padent identifiers, and updat e s updating 
said identified income accounts to indicate said medical insurance reimbursement income 
amount value received. 

29. (Currently Amended) A systea^ method according to claim 28, 

whoroin 

soid data pr -e eo s s e r - KJombinos farther comprising combining said hospital 
department first income amount total value and said transaction income amount value and 
said medical insurance reimbursement Income amounts for multiple patients in creating 
said financial statement record. 

30. (Currently Amended) A system method according to claim 26, 
wherein fa rther comprii;ing the acLivities of 

— m et ysage — proc e titsor — recoivos receiving s econd message data 
identifying a single medical insurance reimbursemenc income amount for multiple 
patients, and id e ntifies identifying a source organization of said reimbursement income 
. amount, and 

said data processor identifie s identifying an organization income account 
associated with said source organization, and updates updating said organization income 
account to indicate said medical insurance reimbursement income amount value received. 
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